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MISCELLANEA.
gold coins of athens.
'27, Haymarket, Sept. 25, 1860.
Dear Sir,—The other day when I was at the Museum we
examined together three gold staters of Athens, and we both
agreed upon one point, that two of them were false, hut
thought that there might be some chance of the third being
genuine, but we could not be certain. I now send you a silver
tetradrachm of the same city, which I think will remove some
of the doubts. The similarity of the work of the tetradrachm
and that of the stater we thought genuine is so great that we
can see only the same epoch could have produced two coins so
alike in work. The work of Minerva's helmet and the beak
of the owl look as though made by the same hand on both coins,
from which I conclude that the certain authenticity of the
silver coins proves we were right in thinking the gold stater
of the same family. The two coins were executed at the end
of the ancient period; the eye of Minerva, though having a
tendency to remain in front, begins to look in profile, and their
date corresponds with the time of Philip II. of Macedon, " at
which epoch,'* says M. Beule", " the Athenian people left their
old system for a new one, not being able to compete with the
fine Macedonian coins/*
I remain, dear sir, your obedient servant,
G. feuardent,
R, S. Poole, Esq.
dutch fishery medal of charles I.
0a»._-6' CAR 0 ET $ MAR 0 D 0 a 0 MAG 0 BRIT
*' 0 FRANC 0 ET HIBER <> R - R. Date
1636. In the field, busts of Charles and his
Queen. A three-quarter face of the King, bust
in armour, plain falling band, riband and medal
of the garter. Queen's face is in profile.
IVBTITIA 0 ET 0 PAX 0 OSCVLATJE 0
SVNT 0 PSAL <> 84 0 (Vulgate and Septuagint).
[Figures of Justice and Peace kissing each other,
seated; an infant holding scales, another the
olive branch; oak-tree on the left.
This example of a rare series differs from that which was
formerly in the Duke of Devonshire's cabinet, and now in the
Haggard collection, not merely by the date being given, but
also by slightly increased size, and rather less finish of'work.

